About Light

“Lighting is the language of photography”
Light: Science and Magic

The moment you take the leap of
understanding to realize you are not
photographing a subject but are
photographing light is when you have
control over the medium. Dary! Benson
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®Elements of a good photograph
®Sources of light
©®Measurin

®Technical
®Composition
®Impact

® Artistic Merit?
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Elements: Compeosition
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How does light support the composition?
There are no rules for good photographs,
only good photographs. Ansel Adams

Elements: Impact

Most “WOW” images capture our attention
with dramatic lighting

“Light makes photography. Embrace light.
Admire it. Love it. But above all, know light.
Know it for all you are worth, and you will
know the key to photography.” ..

George Eastman

Elementis: Arfistic Impression

If we toss all the technical rules, what’s
left but light?

Light contributes to telling your story
“Could a greater miracle take place than
for us to see throughteach other’s eyes for
an instant?” Henr;LDw}Ereau
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Ideal exposure will completely fill the
eservoir w1tbguwerm.
hree th-l-rrgs influence the fill:
»Length of time.the tap is open
- Size of the tap
« Water pressure

_Exposure ISO determlnes }
-11ght the sensor requlres
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I cameras:

- Ruto

» Program

» Rperture priority
« Shutter priority

« Manual




Sources of Light

Indoor lighting (good... sometimes)
onic flash (better)
un (best)
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Qualities of Light

Two qualities of light:
« Strength or brightness
- Temperature or colour
+ We are focusing on strength

Distance
Direction
Diffusion
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Stu 1p_térms apply to daily scenes

. Main or key
| | = Fill or shadow
g ;0 Specular
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Measuring: Exposure

Correctly exposing for all or most of the
tones in an image
The Zone System

« http://www.normankoren.com/zonesystem.html
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Measuring: Capture!

Balancing act:

« Shutter controls time: blur

« Aperture: sharpness, depth, star patterns.
« ISO: room to adjust Aperfure/Shutter, grain

‘Enciglénc_e'-_m_eter
- Really, theréf'_gre

Tools: Reflective Meters

Measures light after it is reflected
Does not account for colour




Measure the source of ligtht’
Much more accuraté
,;,:I-neters :
’Not influenced by th
*reflected light

Tools: The Grey Card

Measures reflected light from a known
surface :
Takes advantage of your camera’s

reflective meter

Not ififluenced by the colour or tone of
reflected light because card is neutral
Range from $0 to $50+

Simple, inexpensive, virtually
indestructible
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Tools: YOU! -

® Tricky situations:
Specular highlights (sailing)
Fireworks
Northern lights
Rapidly changing light

Emerging Tech

HDR = High Dynamic Range
Photomatix, PhotoShop
Montage software - Photobucket
Sensor and software evolution

Getting Involved
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The Camera The Negatgve
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Digital Photography Review

shot.” My first thought is always of light.
Galen Rowell -~
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Questions?
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